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ALPHABETICAL NOTICES
OF SUBJECTS CONNECTED WITH

THE TREATMENT OF DYSPEPSIA.
BY ROBERT DICK, M.D.

(Continued from p. 234, vol. i. 1851.)

Rhubarb is an instance of the happy union, in the same sub.
stance, of purgative and tonic properties. It suits almost every
case in which purgation is indicated, except that of acute en-
teritic inflammation. Saline purgatives debilitate, and there-
fore suit only inflammatory and febrile cases; castor-oil simply
evacuates; but rhubarb produces other good effects than
merely unloading the bowels: it rarely operates in excess, and,
after duly relaxing the intestines, its astringent property sea-
sonably limits the action of its purgative one. It exerts an
unequivocal tonic and invigorating effect on the digestive
organs, and on the general system. It re-animates languid
appetite, has no mean cholagogue properties, and improves
sanguification. It is suitable in almost every variety of
apyretic dyspeptic derangement.

Ricinus c<M?MKMMM.&ncaron;Castor-oil, as we have remarked in the
last notice, is a simple purgative. It operates mechanically,
if we may call it so,&ncaron;namely, by its oily quality enabling it to
elude the muscular grasp of the bowels, and to glide along
these; lubricating, in its transit, the internal surface of the in-
testines, and thus facilitating the passage of the alimentary
bolus, or of faecal scybala. It has little or no chemical or
physiological action. When our object is absolutely nothing
else than to unload the bowels, without either exciting or de-
pressing systemically, castor-oil (next to an aqueous lat’ement)
is that which most directly and simply fulfils our wishes.
When castor-oil acts irritatingly or in excess, or utterly

fails to act, we have grounds for suspecting some adulteration
or other.
By some persons the taste and smell of this oil are not

reckoned unpleasant. The writer has had it presented to him
as a salad-oil in Italy.
Rumex aquaticus and acetosus.-The sorrels. It is only on

’the latter that we propose offering a remark or two. It, as
well as the rumex acetosella, or field sorrel, abounds in oxalic
acid, (in the form of the bin-oxalate of potash,) tartaric acid,
malic acid, tannin, &c. They are therefore carefully to be
avoided by all persons of rheumatic or arthritic diathesis; for
these acids, besides being absorbed into the circulation, and
exasperating, in some peculiar way, the nervous system of per-
sons with the diathesis referred to, seem to interfere with the
due elimination of uric acid, leading to local inflammations of
the cartilaginous tissues.

Salvia officinalis.-It is one of the bold speculations of
Liebig, that the use of tea and coffee has been determined by
their containing a nitrogenous principle, which renders them
an acceptable or necessary substitute to nations who sparingly
employ animal food. The theory strikes us as being a very
fanciful and a very improbable one. Neither the Chinese nor
Arabs are remarkable for a sparing use of animal food. The
Chinese, indeed, are gross feeders, and use large quantities of
ducks and geese. If infusions of nitrogenous vegetables had
been sought, the bean, pea, &c., which abound in nitrogen,
would have been selected. It is far more likely that it was
the bitter taste and aromatic flavour of tea and coffee, con-
jointly with mere accident or some superstition or ignorant
prepossession, that led two nations alone, among all the
nations of the world, to the use of these plants. We will
venture to predict that, on further examination, not a few of
our indigenous plants will be found to contain identical or
allied nitrogenous principles with those now supposed peculiar
to tea and coffee, and as solving the singular enigma why the
Chinese and Arabs came to employ these. We have an idea
that such is probably the case with the article which heads
this notice, and that, but for custom and fashion, it and other
familiar plants, drunk with cream and sweetened with sugar,
like tea, would be found to produce equally agreeable and
exhilarating effects with the latter, many of the elaborate
eulogiums on which obviously rest on imaginary rather than
any real grounds.

Tenesmus.-This unpleasant affection may have many causes,
direct or indirect, such as the passage of acrid, biliary, and
other secretions, or irritation sympathetically communicated
from a diseased bladder or prostate gland. An irritable, sub-
inflammatory condition of the colonic mucous membrane, and
the use of crude acerb fruit or wine, also not infrequently give
rise to it. But a very usual though less suspected source of it
is flatulence, which, by unduly distending the intestine, pain-

fully affects the nervous twigs distributed in its coat. When
the affection is seated in the stomach, duodenum, and small
intestines, the best means are pills of assafcetida and musk,
When the colon is the suffering part, injections of warm
water impregnated with assafoetida, or turpentine injections,.
produce prompt and complete relief.
In inflammatory states of the gastric and intestinal mucous

membrane, the suffering caused by flatus is often very acute.
The affection, if chronic, is temporarily relieved by the means
above stated, but requires for its radical cure small doses of
the bicarbonates of potass or soda, effervesced with citric acid
or lemon juice, followed by light bitter infusions, such as those
of taraxacum, anthemis, &c., combined with hyoscyamus, &c.

Tobacco.-See "Alphabetical Notice," Nicotiana, in TH:C
LANCET for March 1, 1851.*

Ulmine.-This preparation is used in France and on the
continent as an anti-spasmodic. It has slight diaphoretic
properties, but I have not been able to satisfy myself that it
acts otherwise than as an ordinary vegetable bitter. Some
ascribe to it the virtues of a cutaneous alterative, but all dia-
phoretics more or less partake of these.
Urea.-We do not doubt that hereafter, when animal phy-

siology, pathology, and chemistry are better understood than.
they now are, we shall avail ourselves, with effect, of several
of the bodily secretions and excretions as medicinal means..
We are of opinion that, in certain cases, Mreac, combined with
some of the mineral and minero. vegetable salts, such as nitrate
and acetate of potass, &c., may be advantageously employed,
as a stimulant diuretic. We have at present our attention
directed to this most important subject. In the meantime we
suggest it for the consideration of others.

Urethral spasna and irritation.-This may seem to be an
affection remotely connected with dyspeptic derangement,
but, in reality, we must seek for many renal and vesical irrita-
tions in disorders of primary assimilation. Of the secondary
or tertiary derangements caused by these disorders of primary
assimilation, none are more frequent than these of the kid-
ney, bladder, and urethra. The character of the urine is one
of the most delicate tests whether chymification and chylifica-
tion have been normally completed; and we believe that
most of the cases of structural disease of the kidney, irritation
of the mucous membrane of the bladder, and spasm of the
urethra, are remotely due to the development of morbid
principles in the stomach and duodenum. It would engage
us in too long and abstruse discussion to state on the present
occasion, in detail, our grounds for this opinion, but we shall
probably do so at another time; meantime,we merely call atten-
tion to the subject. We may add, that we believe the best treat-
ment of many of the above supposed exclusively local affections,
will be found to consist in rigid attention to the rectification
of deranged prirnar1J assimilation. The urinary treatment is
merely secondary and auxiliary.

Urine.-It occasionally happens that dyspeptic symptoms
exist for aconsiderablelength of time, without involving any de.
rangement of the urine; the explanation of which probably is,
that the kidneysaremore thanusuallyhealthyand vigorous;and
refuse, for a greater or less time, to separate from the blood
any other than the normal constituents and the normal
quantity of the urine. But at length, the morbid influence of
ill-conditioned blood, constantly operating, seems to destroy
the elective delicacy of these important organs, and to lessen
the completeness of their organizing power over the solid
constituents eliminated through them.
There is little doubt that our knowledge of the true coneti-

tution of the urine is still to be acquired. Probably this fluid
contains several substauces not yet ascertained; and in regard
to some of those ingredients which are already known to
exist in the urine, it is still doubtful what proportion of them
is to be considered the normal one, or whether, in any pro-
portion, the principles referred to are to be regarded as normal
at all.
The most important analyses of the urine are those of Ber-

zelius, Lecanu, Prout, and Becquerel.
We shall confine ourselves to a few very general and de-

sultory observations.
Becquerel’s estimate of the quantity of urine voided daily

in France, is greater than that of England, according to Dr.
Prout’s calculation. Supposing both chemists to be correct,
(which it is quite possible they may be,) we have, then, an im-
portant cause, or consequence, of the different character of the
diseases of the two countries. The diet of the French people
is unquestionably more diuretic (so to speak) than that of the

* A trial of great interest of poisoning by nicotine, has just taken place
in Brussels. The poison was forcibly introduced into the mouth of the
victim-a partially paralyzed and fatuous man.
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English. Besides the acidulous wines of the former, the use
of vegetables and vegetable soups is large in France. The
contrast between the inhabitants of the two countries on this
point is considerable.

Digestive derangements which affect the constitution of
the urina potus indicate more deep-seated mischief, either in
the stomachic or the renal functions, than derangements of
the urina sanguinis.

Urine which immediately on being voided gives out a sen-
sible smell of ammonia, generally indicates that the vital
powers have suffered declension; that disease has become
chronic; that the patient is past middle life, or is prematurely
aged, &c.
In arthritic and rheumatic cases, the mineral and vegetable

acids are carefully to be shunned. Among the latter the
oxalic is the most objectionable; next, the malic; then, the
tartaric, citric, and acetic. There can be little doubt that
these acids act injuriously by their astringent effect on the
cutaneous and mucous surfaces, by their thus interfering with
their own elimination and that of the uric and lactic acids;
thereby loading the blood with acidulous principles; whence
follows that peculiar irritative condition of the nerves, consti-
tuting local affections, such as sciatica, lumbago, gout, or the
systemic disturbance of rheumatic fever. It is amazing how
difficult it is to rid the blood of this acidulous diathesis (if the
expression may be used) when once it has been formed. The
excernents seem to find it a peculiarly hard task to eliminate
acids. Years of rigid attention to the dietetic ingesta are
necessary. Hence the rarity of radical cures of gout and
jheumatism.

Ravenscourt Villas, Hammersmith, 1851.

ON A POINT OF UTERINE PATHOLOGY.

BY WALTER C. DENDY, ESQ., M.R.C.S.

THE physiology of the placenta is a subject of the highest
interest, both with reference to fatal development and to
maternal welfare. To its abnormal or unhealthy condition
may be referred many of those deranged actions which often
prove so detrimental and perilous to the mother, especially
during the progress of parturition.
The morbid states of its vascular portion will constantly

interfere with the economy of the foetus, especially with its
respiratory apparatus and its nutrition ; its prosperous
development will thus be at once checked, and itself, and
subsequently its mother, be placed in difficulty or danger.

It is, however, to the maternal or cellular portion of the
placenta that I now briefly refer, and this especially regarding
the parturient uterus.
The microscope will gradually unfold the morbid anatomy

of the placenta, the various derangements which its cellular
tissue is undergoing, and will probably illustrate the influence
which chronic inflammation, disintegration of coagula, forma-
tion of cyst, &c., possess over the normal connexion of the
ovum with the uterus. I do not here, however, at present
enter into the special pathology of the uterine and placental
cells, or of the decidua, so intimately concerned in placental
adhesion. There are, however, two conditions of the par-

-,turient uterus which, I believe, are very intimately associated
- with placental pathology: I allude to protracted or inefficient
uterine efforts, to which the term lingering labour has been
applied; and the inverted or irregular action of the uterine
fibres subsequent to deliverv.

If the placental cells be obstructed by fatty or other
degeneration, a low organic power is induced, the foetus is of
course imperfectly nourished, and it will probably dwindle, or
be prematurely dislodged from the uterine attachments.

For this result, however, the tissues must be extensively
disorganized; for there will ensue a degree of vicarious action
-in the healthy placental lobules, in aid of those which are dis-
eased.
To induce, however, those unhealthy states to which I have

alluded, a morbid change in one or two lobules may be suffi-
cient, especially if this contamination extend to the tissue or
lining membrane of the uterus.
We know that whenever a tissue is inflamed or diseased,

there will often be a sort of instinctive reluctance to motion-
-a dread of its consequence; as if the organ were aware of the
pain or uneasiness which motion would induce: hence the or-
ganic apathy and the suspension of action. The degeneration
or disease of the cellular portion of the placenta, must con-
stantly be productive of some morbid change in those tissues
intimately associated with it, and vice ve1’s&Ucirc;: one of these

changes being subacute inflammatory action and adventitious
adhesion.
Now we are all aware that systemic or constitutional debi-

lity in the mother, may often be the source of inefficient mus-
cular action, as well as of insufficient fcetal nutrition, by which
labour may either be protracted or prematurely induced; but,
from the frequent association of irrcgular uterine action with
placental derangement, I believe they may more often be con-
sidered as cause and effect than we have yet been able to ..

prove.
The last three cases of morbidly adherent placenta which

have occurred to me have been in ladies who have frequently
aborted, and in whom labours have almost invariably been
lingering, and in two of which hour-glass contraction has been
combined with morbid adhesion. The last case of this irre-
gular contraction occurred to me three weeks since, and has
revived the reflections that have led to these brief proposi-
tions.

Mrs. L&lstrok;&lstrok;, a lady of fair complexion, yet of very firm and
healthy constitution, who has miscarried three times, and in
whom every complete labour has been marked by some un-
usual circumstances, had been indisposed from Friday night
until the following Tuesday; the membranes had suddenly
yielded without effort. In this interval there was no actual
labour pain; the expression of the patient being that she felt
very odd and qlleer, and experienced very unusual sensations in
the abdomen. On Tuesday at noon, uterine effort supervened,
and late in the evening the child was born. The extraction
of the feet was, however, even difficult; for although, for
several reasons, I allowed the uterus to expel its contents
without much tractile effort of my own, I was obliged to re-
lieve the feet from a very firm contraction, which girt the
ankles with extreme force. The funis was very fragile, and
could have been easily torn by traction; and as I at once dis-
covered a close hour-glass contraction, I directly proceeded to
overcome it. On passing the hand into the superior cavity,
the wrist was girt by an excess of power, which those who
have been subjected to this grasp will not soon forget. The
placenta was firmly adherent, and required very careful de-
tachment, my fingers being constantly enmeshed, as it were, by
membranous bands. The lady recovered without any morbid
symptom, two very small placental lobuli passing on the
fourth day, somewhat decomposed.
The character of pains in lingering labour is ever indicative

of abnormal action, deficient or irregular; and it is probable,
I think, that the fibres about the fundus uteri, where morbid
adhesion equally occurs, are perfectly apathetic, when the un-
natural labour depends on the morbid condition of the cells to
which I have alluded, for it occurs very often in women whose
robust frames and constitutions would promise vigorous and
efficient uterine action.
In those cases which are of a nervous or asthenic character,

occurring in women of weak or lax fibre, a full dose of opium
given to induce repose will often excite efficient labour pains,
by controlling irregular action; but where a morbid state of
the tissues themselves exists, opium possesses not this in-
fluence.
When the fcetus is expelled from a uterus thus morbidly

associated, the same irregularity will be displayed. The
innervation which would otherwise be diffused over the whole
fibrous tissue of the uterus, is concentmted in those portions
which still retain their power and energy; these act with
undue force, and hence we may explain the almost Titanic
resistance which the ring offers to our efforts to introduce the
and.
Hour-glass contraction has often been referred to injudicious

traction of the child in the absence of uterine pains. This
officiousness is far more frequently the cause rather of inert-
ness, of inefficient uterine contraction than the grasping ring
of hour-glass contraction; and we know that some of the most
obstinate cases have occurred, not only where the birth has
been left solely to natural effort, but even before the expulsion
of the child from the womb.

I have written these brief remarks chiefly with a view of
drawing attention to the pathology of the uterine decidua.

THE GLANDERS IN THE HUMAN SUBJECT. -A
French veterinary surgeon died lately of glanders at Vats,
(department of Charente.) Unfortunately some of the farcy
matter from horses which the surgeon had attended,and caused
to be killed, found its way into his own eye; and in spite of
the most energetic treatment the poor man died in a few days.
It is to be hoped that this case will serve as a warning to those
who may have the care of horses affected with glanders; they

! cannot be too cautious.


